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(symbol) Mount Pleasant
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DATE
Dear (resident’s name):
Thank you for participating in the rain garden program!

We hope that your new rain garden is something you will enjoy for many years to come -- something that adds beauty to your property…benefit to your neighborhood by reducing the amount of rain going into the storm sewer system…and doesn’t require a lot of work for you to maintain.

Caring for your rain garden should be easy.  The plants in your rain garden are hardy for our area and so they should tolerate the conditions we have here very well.  

Initially, though, they could use a little extra attention.   You can help them get off to a good start by watering your rain garden, especially during very hot, dry periods this first summer.  

Ideally:

· Water during the cooler parts of the day.  Early morning is best.  If you can’t water in the morning, evening is the second-best time to water.

· Apply water at the base of the plants.  Avoid wetting the leaves or flowers.

· Water deeply and infrequently.  Give your rain garden plants a long, deep drink and then let some time go by before watering again.  You’ll know when it’s time for another watering when the soil is no longer moist.

Other than that, you should not have to do much else to maintain your rain garden.

You will not have to fertilize your rain garden at all this first year.  If you’d like to add some fertilizer next spring, you can, but it’s probably not necessary.


Weeds may find their way into your rain garden (like they do everywhere!), so you may have to occasionally remove them.

You may want to replace the mulch every two to three years, or as needed if bare spots appear.  But don’t add more than three inches of mulch overall.

Pesticides rarely, if ever, should be needed in your rain garden.

If you have any questions about how to care for your garden, please contact Kathy Hamilton at the Westmoreland Conservation District, 724-837-5271.


If you’d like to know more about other things you can do to help rain infiltrate into the ground (instead of running into the storm sewer system!), please contact the Westmoreland Conservation District or visit our website, www.wcdpa.com.

Sincerely,







Mike Hamilton







Stormwater Grant Coordinator







