Letter #2 – To interested residents – next steps
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DATE
Dear (resident’s name):


As indicated in the most recent letter to you, your property is in the first group of rain gardens to be installed in the Ramsay Terrace neighborhood. 


The first steps in creating these rain gardens are about to begin, and this letter tells you what you can expect to happen, and how you can be involved.  

· You can begin thinking about the rain garden theme and plants you’d like to have for your yard.

Enclosed with this letter is a sketch of your property, showing the approximate location of your rain garden (the area shaded in green), and four additional pages, each with a different rain garden theme:

Perennials Only – a rain garden with flowers and grasses that bloom every year, but no shrubs.

Shrubs Only – a rain garden with only shrubs (some of these also produce flowers or fruit), but no perennials.

Bird and Butterfly Garden – a rain garden with perennials (and shrubs if you choose) that are especially attractive to birds and butterflies.

Seasonal Interest – a rain garden with perennials and shrubs that have interest during all four seasons.

Select the rain garden theme you like best.  Then, within that theme, select the plants that appeal most to you…perhaps because they complement the color of your house, because you like their form, or for any other reason.  

Each theme page tells you how many plants from each category (A, B, C) to select for your garden.  Note your selections right on the page that has your garden theme.

· We will mark the location of your rain garden in your yard.

Beginning on Tuesday, June 1, the Westmoreland Conservation District staff will begin placing small white survey flags in your yard to mark the approximate location of your rain garden. 
Within a week of these flags being placed, representatives from area utility companies will visit your property to mark the location of any underground utilities.  These representatives may mark the location of utilities on your grass, using survey flags or spray paint.  Be assured that this spray paint is temporary and will gradually fade away.

Once all the utility locations are marked and noted, the District staff will promptly remove the survey flags.  Please do not remove or relocate the flags yourself.  Doing so will delay the installation of your rain garden.

· You can finalize the details of your rain garden with the Westmoreland Conservation District staff.

District representatives will be in your neighborhood often during the next several weeks and will be glad to answer any questions about your rain garden location, plant selections, and so on.  

If you prefer, you can schedule a specific appointment time with one of our staff by calling Mike Hamilton at 724-837-5271.

· You can review the Landowner Agreement…and ask any questions at the June 7 Borough Council Meeting.
Enclosed is a one-page summary of the main points of the Landowner Agreement, which is a legal agreement between you and Mount Pleasant Borough regarding your rain garden.  You will receive a copy of the Landowner Agreement whenever the Westmoreland Conservation District marks the approximate location of your rain garden.

The Mount Pleasant Borough Solicitor will be available to answer any questions you may have about this Landowner Agreement at the Borough Council Meeting on Monday, June 7, at 6:00 p.m. in Chambers at the Borough Building on 1 Etze Avenue.  

Please plan to attend if you have questions about the agreement.

· You can fill out, sign and have notarized the Landowner Agreement and return it to the Borough office by June 11.
Doing so indicates that you accept the agreement. Completing and returning this document is the last step needed before work on your rain garden can begin.  
Signed and notarized agreements should be returned no later than Friday, June 11. They can be hand-delivered to the Borough Building or mailed to the Borough Building. The Mount Pleasant Borough Secretary is usually available during regular business hours in the borough office to notarize your signature free-of-charge.

Once the preliminary steps in this letter are completed, construction of your rain garden can begin!  

Thank you once again for your interest in this program.








Sincerely,

Mike Hamilton

Stormwater Grant Coordinator

Enclosures

